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AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, 
never before publifhed , of the Life and 
Trial of MICHAEL SERVETUS. 


In feveral Letters to* ** *. 


Letter II. 
SIR, 


H OSE, who call the Epifcopal * 
Government of the Church of 
England, her Excellent Liturgy , 
and fome few Decent Ceremonies, 
a@ Remainder of Popery , are blinded by Preju- 
dices, and have a wrong Notton of Things. 
But whoever maintains, that the violent Zeal 
of fome Proteftants in the XVIth Century. 
was a Remainder of Popery, {peaks a greatTruth. 
It was a pernicious Error, which they had im- 
bibed in the Church of Rome. I think, Sir, 
it may be faid, without doing any Injuftice to 
that Church, that fhe is in a great meafure an- 
{werable for the Execution of Servetus. If 
the Roman Catbolicks had never, put any body 
to death on account of Religion, I dare fay 
that Servetws would not have been tried in a 
Proteftant City. Let us remember that Ca/- 
vin, and all the Magiftrates of Geneva in the 
Year 1553- were born and bred up in the 
Church of Rome. This is the beft Apology 
that can be made for them. 


Dr. Servetus, having made his Efcape froni 
the Prifon of Vienne, refolved to retire to Ne- 
ples, and to practife Phyfick among his Coun- 
 trymen fettled in that City. He took the way, 
of Geneva, and arrived there on foot, having 
left off Riding at aPlace call’d Le Luy/ct, where 





1 have obferved in one of my Weekly Sheets, that 
eed was no Enemy to Epifcopacy ; for which that Il. 
luftrious Reformer is very much to be commended. 


he lay the Night before. He lodged at the Rofe- 
Inn, defigning to hire a Boat the next day in 
his way toZurich, I have not been able to know 
upon what day he came to Geneva. ’Tis high- 
ly probable, that he rather chofe to go to Na- 
ples by the way of Sovifferland than by that of 
Piedmont , becaufe he hoped that in cafe he 
fhould be difcover’d, the Proteftants would be 
more merciful to him than the Papifts. The 
Doétor was very much miftaken ; for Calvin 
being inform’d that he was inTown, acquaint- 
ed the Firft Syndic with it, and caufed him to 
be apprehended. He was immediately com- 
mitted to Prifon. He had about him Ninety 
feven Gold-Pieces, a Gold Chain weighing 
about Twenty Crowns, and Six Gold Rings. 
It was reported * in Swifferland , that Servetus 
went to Church, and was from thence carry’d 
to Prifon ; but tis certain, by his own Con- 


feffion, that he did not appear any where in 


publick, for fear of being difcover'’d. . 

Why did he go to Geneva? will you fay. 
Qu alloit-il faire dans cette Galere? He knew that 
Calvin was his great Enemy : He knew he had 
been apprehended in France by the Intrigues of 
that Reformer: He could not be igno- 
rant that Calvin had a great Authority at Ge- 
neva, &c. I own, Sir, that Dr. Servetus ap- 
pears guilty of a great Imprudence. I {hall 
only obferve, that he defigned to make no ftay 
at Geneva ; that he might very well hope he 
fhould not be difcover’d in fo fhort a time ; 
and that, in all probability, he did not think 
he fhould be profecuted in that City for a Book 
which he had printed in France. 





_%& This Circumftance is to be found in a Book entitled, 
Contra Libellum Calvini , in quo oftendere conatur, Hareticos 
jure gladii coercendos eff. That Book was printed in Swi/- 
ferland in the Year 1554. and reprinted in Holland in the 
Year 1612. in 120, I make ufe of this laft Edition, 
Numb.6:. The firft Edition is more fcarce than thé Se. 
cond, and may be reckon’d among Curious Bocks, 
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It were to be wifh’d, that Calvin had caufed 
that Heretick to be apprehended, not in order 
to get him profecuted and condemned to death, 
bur to reclaim him from his Herefy. That Il- 
luftrious Réformer, being a Man of great 
Parts, might have made an excellent Difcourfe 
in the Prefence of Servetus, and of all the Ma- 
giftrates of Geneva. THe might have reprefent- 
ed to that Phyfician, That che Do@rine of the 
‘Trinity was not a Popifh Doéirine, as he call’d ic, 
but the Common Opinion of all Chriftian 
Churches; That a Myitery ought not to be re- 
jected, merely becaufe ic is incomprehenfible ; 
That we believe many Things in Nature, tho’ 
they are above the Reach of Human Reafon ; 
‘That his own Syttem was extremely obfcure 
and almoft unintelligible ; That he was very 
much ro blame for ufing many unbecoming Lx- 
preflions ; That he was tran{ported wich a violent 
and indifcreet Zeal ; That God Almighty had 
been very propitious to him, in not permit- 
ting that he fhould fall a Sacrifice to the Fury 
of Men drunk wich che Blood of the Saints ; 
That for his own part he bletfed God for his 
Deliverance, hoping it would be a Warning 
to him, and a powerful Means to reclaim him 
from his Errors; That he was elad to fee him 
in a Proteftant City , among thofe Chriftians, 
who do not defire the Death of a Heretick, 
but rather that he fhould be converted and 
live, Gc. re. 1 fhould be wonderfully plea- 
fed to find a Difcourfe of this Nature among 
the Works of that Great Man. ; 

It being requifire that fomebody fhould pro- 
fecute Servetws , in order to bring him to his 
Trial ; one Nicolas de la Fontaine, born at St. 
Gervais in that Part of the J/le of France call'd 
the Vexin Francois, fet up for his Accufer, and 
profecuted him in his own Name ; but it ap- 

ears that he was all along direéted by Calvin. 
ion hardly believe, that he was Ca/vin’s Cook, 
as it is affirmed in the Book * which I have 
quoted. rather think he was a poor Scholar, 
and a kind of a Servant to him. Servetzs fays 

ofitively, in one of his Petitions ro the Ma- 
giftrates of Geneva, as we fhall fee hereafter, 
that Calvin was his Mafter. 

To give you, Sir, an Account of Servetus’s 
Trial, 1 thall mention the moft Remarkable 
Things that happen’d every time he appear’d 
before his Judges : This feems to me the mott 
methodical way ; and I think it will be the 
moft acceptable to you. 





% An Calvini Coquus potuerit de Serveti Erroribus 
circa Trinitatem, & Fatum, & ejus generis obfcuriflimas 
queftiones (in quibus tot jam feculis fudavit Ecclefia ) 
judicare, & primus lapidem jacere, aut ut falfus teftis 
eodem fupplicio affici, iis judicandum relinquo, qui 
norunt hominis ignorantiam. Item an Paftori licuerit ex 
culina fua accufatorem rei capitis depromere, judicent ii 
qui Apoftoloram mores ingeniumque norunt. Coquus 
ilte non eft accufator, fed muta perfona, & accufatoris 
larva, ut ea deceptus Magiftratus pateretur verum accu- 
farorem Calvinum totam Serveti caufam agere ; id quod 
ei non licuiffer, fi fecundum urbis Legem fuiflet ipfemet 
in vinculis. Contra Libellum Calvini, &c. Num 131. 


DECEMBER 


1711. 


The Prifoner was broucht to the Bar the 
firft time on the 14th of Auguft I ie sd om 
ae ih 4 Fontaine 
demanded that he fhould anfwer XXxyqIfq 
Interregatories. Mott of thofe Interrogatories 
concern his Opinions; and therefore I need 
not dwell upon them. Befides, you will find 
in my laft Letter an Account of the Propofit}. 
ons,for which he was committed to the Flames. 
Servetus confefs d that he had publifh’d in Ger- 
many a Book entitled, De Trinitatés Erroribus 
He alfo confefs’d , that he was the Author of 
the Chriftiani{mi Reftitutio. He acknowlede’d 
that he had writ fome Annotations on the Bi- 
ble, mention’d in my foregoing Letter, and 
upon Ptolemy's Geography. 
The XXXVIIth Interrogatory was expref- 
fed in thefz Words, “ * Likewife, that inthe 
Pirfon of Mr. Calvin, Minilter of the Word 
of God in this Church of Geneva, he has 
defamed in a Printed Book the Do@rine 
that is preached , uttering all the injurious 
Words that can be invented ”. Servetus’s 
Anfwer was, “ That #* Mr. Calvin did abufe 
him before in feveral Printed Books, and 
that he anfwered him (in the fame manner ), 
and fhewed , that he was io the wrong in 
fome Things ; and that when the faid Cal- 
vin writ to him, that he was ol Op 
nion, he writ the fame in his turn; and 
that the faid Calvin was miftaken in feveral 
Points”. J am a mere Hiftorian: 1 con- 
fine my felf to Matcers of Fact ; and there- 
fore, Sir, I fhall make no Obfervations upon 
this Curious Paffage, nor upon feveral others. 
When Servetws had anfwered the XX XVIII. 
Interrogatorics, /a Kontaine Chis Acculer) pro- 
duced againft hima Manufcript and a printed 
Book. ‘The Prifoner confeft that he was the 
Author of both, and that he had publith’d the 
printed Book ; but he faid the Manufeript had 
not been printed, and that he had only fent it 
to Calvin about Six Years before, (as I have 
obferved in my firft Letter, ) ro have his Judg- 
ment about it. La Fontaine produced again a 
printed Copy of Ptolemy with Notes, and a 
Latin Bible with feveral Annotations.  Serve- 
tus confeft that he was the Author of the Notes 
upon Prolemy ; and that he had writ fome 
of thofe Annotations upon the Bible. After- 
wards /a Fontaine made himfelf a Prifoner, the 
better to convince the Judges, that he was able 
co prove his Accufation. Servetus declared that 
he had delivered to the Jaylor the 97 Gold 
Pieces, the Gold Chain, and the Rings above- 
mentioned. 


ce 
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% Icem qu’e /a perfonne de Monfieur Calvin, miniftre 
de la parole de Dieu en cette Eglife de Geneve , il a di- 
famé par livre imprimé la doftrine qui fe prefche, pro- 
noncant toutes les injures & blafphemes qu’ il eft poffible 
d’ inventer. 

%% Refpond que Monfieur Calvin I’ a par devant in- 
jurié par beaucoup de livres imprimés, & qu’il lui a re- 
fpondu, & monflrant que Calvin erroit en quelques paffa- 
ges; & que ledit Calvin quant il efcripvoir qu’ il eftoit 

d’ opinion, il lui referipvoit le femblable, & 
que ledie Calvin erroit en beaucoup de paflages. 
The 

















The next Day, Cduzu/? 15.) the Do&or was 
brought again cto the Bar, and antwered again 
the fame XXXVIIE Interrogatories. Upon 
the [Vch he faid, that M4. Calvin did (> violent- 
dy perfecute him, that he narrowly e(caved being burnt 
alive oy his Means. Servetus’s Anfwer to the 
XXXVUth Head of Accufation , was , 
“ % That Calvin abufed him firft, ac feveral 
“times , and afterwards in printed Books ; 
and that what he had writ to him in his own 
Vindication, was not with an intent to abufe 
him, but to fhew him his Miftakes and Er- 
rors, as he engages to do in a full Congre- 
gation by folid Arguments and by feveral 
* Paffages out of the Holy Scriprure. 

Servetas having anfwered all the Articles; the 
Judges came to this Refolution, That becanfe he 
appeared to be very Guilty , /@ Fontaine fhould 
be releafed upon Promife of going on with his 
Profecution. I muft obferve chat Servetus con- 
feft fome of thofe Articles, and denied the 
reft, as he did the Day before. 

The next day, ( duguft 16.) the Prifoner 
was brought again to the Bar. La Fontaine 
came in with another Man, named Germain 
Colladon, and upon the Hd Article produced a 
third time a Copy of Prolemy, and the Notes in- 
ferted at the end of his Defcription of Pale- 
ftine, of which J fhall fpeak hereafter. Some 
Paffages were alfo produced out of Servetias’s 
Works to convié him of the Hereties charged 
upon him ; but chey went no farther than the 
MKlth Article, and che Court adjourned to the 
next day. In the mean time /a Fontaine pre- 
fented a Petition to the Judges. I thall fer 
down the beginning of it. 


€c 


“ ** Macnificent,Mighty,and moft Dread- 
* ful Lords, Nicolas de la Fontaine , humbly 
“ theweth, That having madé himfelf a Pri- 
foner in a criminal Caufe againft Michael 
“ Servetus, for the great Scandals and Trou- 
bles occafioned in Chriftendom by the faid 
Servetus during the {pace of 24, Years, or 
thereabouts, for the Blafphemies uttered 
and publifh’d by him againft God, [ the # a 
“€ very abfurd Expreffion , for Servetus was no A- 





4 Sur le 37. Refpond que Calvin par devane le pre. 
mier I a jnjuric , & plufieurs fois, & par livres confes 
quemment im prime’s 5 & que ce qu'il luy a efcript main- 
tenant pour fa. defence, n’ a port eftd a intention de 
Yinjurier, mais pour luy monftrer fes erreurs & faultes, 
comme il fe offre de luy monftrer par faines raifons & au- 
thoritez de Ja S‘° Efcriture. 


%% Par devant Vous, Magnifiques, Puiflans & trés 
Redoutables Seigneurs , propofe Nicolas de la Fontaine, 
seftant conftitué prifonnier en caufe criminelle , contre 
Michel Servet pour les grands fCandales & troubles, que 
Jedit Servet a deja fai& par I’ efpace de 24 ans ou environ 
en la Chreftienté, pour Jes blafphemes qu'il a prononce 
& efcript contre Dieu, pour les herefies dont il a infecté 
le monde, pour les mefchanres calomnies & faulfes diffa- 
mations qu'il. a publié contre les grands Serviteurs de 
Dieu, @ sotamment contre Monficur Calvin , duquel ledit 
Propofant eft teau de maintenir 'honneur comme de fon 
Pafteur, sil veule eftre tenu pour Chreftien, & auffi i 
caufe du blafme & defhonneur, qui pourroit avenir a 
lEglifede Geneve, pource que ledit Servet condamne 


par efpecial la doftrine qu’on y prefche. @. 
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thei? +, | for the Herefies wherewith he has 
infected the World, for the wicked Calum- 
niesandDefamations he has publifh’d againft 
the great Servants of God , e/pecially avainft 
Mr, Calvin, whofe Honour the faid Petirio- 
ner is bound to maintain, as of one who is 
his Paftor, if he is willing to be accounted 
a Chriftian, and alfo by Reafon of the 
Difhonour that might accrue from it to the 
Church of Geneva , forafmuch as the faid 
Servetus does patricularly condemn the Do- 
ctrine that is preached init”. @c. 

In the remaining Part of that Peticion, the 
Accufer befeeches the Judges ro compel Serve- 
tusto make a formal Anfwer to each Article 
produced againft him, without any fhift ; and 
that after he has becn conviéed of having 
publifh’d and taught the Herefies contained in 
the Interrogatories , if they judge him to be 
guilty, and to deferve to be profecuted by their 
Attorney, they would be pleafed to make a 
Declaration of it , and to clear him from all 
Charges, according to Cuftom. 

The Tranfactions of the next day are too 
long to be inferted here ; and therefore I fhall 
only fer down the following Letter produced 
againft Serverus on that day. That Phyfician 
writ it to Abel Poupin %, a Minifter of Geneva, 
above Six Years before he was apprehended in 
that Cicy. This Letter is very Curious , and 
plainly difcovers the Character of Serwetus. ¥ 
hope, Sir, it will be the more acceptable to 
you, becaufe it was never publifh’d. 


ee 
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c ICET || Epiftola mea ad Calvinum 

** duodecima vini legis Decalogi effe 
fublatam doceat apertiflime , adhuc tamen 
locum unum adjungam, ut innovationem per 
adventum Chrifti factam melius intelligatis. 
Decalogi igitur legem cite fublatam cognof- 
ces tu manifefte, fi locum unum legas Jere. 
31. Foedus inifurk Curt patribus, quando 
eprediebanrur de Agypto, fublacum docet 
Propheta. Hoc autem fuit foedus Decalogi. 
Dicitur enim 3 Reg. 8. quod in Arca erat 
foedus inicum cam patribus in egreffu de At- 
gypto, {cilicet Decalbgus. Fline dicebatur 
*¢ “Arca foederis, Tabulz foederis , & decem 
“ verba foederis. Hee autem fuit pacifcendi 
** formula. Deus promitticillos fore fibi popu- 
“ Jum, fiea verba faciant: Ec illi ea verba fe 
“ fauros recipiunt. Ecce foedus. Hoe au- 
“tem foedus fublatum docet Jeremias diéo 
“* cap. 31. & Ezechiel cap. 16. & Paulus Heb. 
* §. Siealegenos nunc in fuos recipiat De- 
“ us, eo jugo prefll fimiliter periremus, & effe- 
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+ St. Gregory Naxianzen calls Sabeltiue an Atheift, bee 
caufe he did not believe the Trinity. Mr. Thirlby makes 
a judicious ObferVation upon it, as I fhall thew hereafter. 
I matt obferve that Servetus was fo ridiculous and extras 
vagant, as to call the Trinitarians Atheifts. Such is the 
Fffett of a blind and violent Zeal in Men of all Perfua- 
fions: They are apt to run into-Extreams. 


NM He had been a Cordelier. 


\! This Letter bears no Daté. The Superfeription runt thus: 
A Monfieur Mt® Abel. Servetus writ a very fair Hand. 
MUS 
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DECEM 


nus fub malediao. Sublata eft ergo lex il- 
la. Non fubeo foedere nos nunc in fuos 
recipit Deus, fed fide fola Jefu Chriiti filit 
dilecti. Afpicite igicur quale fit Evangelium 
veftrum Lege confufum. Evangelium ve- 
ftrum eft fine uno Deo, fine fide vera, fine 
bonis operibus. Pro uno Deo habetis trict- 
p---m Cerb—— m 7, pro fide vera habetis 
‘ fatale fomnium, & opera bona dicitis efle in- 
‘ anes picturas. Chrifti fides eft vobis merus 
* fucus, nihil efficiens : Homo eft vobis iners 
truncus, & Deus eft vobis fervi arbitrii chi- 
‘mera. Regenerationem ex aqua coeleftem 
‘non agnofcitis, fed velut fabulam habetis. 
Regnum coelorum clauditis ante homines, 
ut rem imaginariam a nobis excludendo. Vz 
vobis, vz, vx. Hac tertia Epiftola te ita 
monitum volo, ut melius cogites, non am- 
plius ita moniturus. Offendit vos forfan 
quod pugnz illi Michaelis me immifceam, 
& vos immifceridefiderem. Sed locum illum 
' diligenter expende, & videbis homines fore 
qui ibi pugnabunt, animas fuas morti expo- 
nendo, in fanguine & teftimonio Jefu Chri- 
{ti. Angelos vero dici obvium eft in Scri- 
pturis. Annon vides ibi agi de Ecclefia 
Chrifti jam tot annos fugata ? Annon de re 
futura eft divifio, ut ipfemet Johannes affe- 
rit ? Quis eft ibi accufator ille , qui ob le- 
gum & praeceptorum tranfgreflionem nos an- 
te syed tony: Ante pugnam ait fore accufa- 
tionem illam, & orbis feduétionem ; Ergo 
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+ Ihave fhorten'dtwo Words of that Extravagant Heretick. 


Be KR L711. 
cc . | 
fequitur pugna, & tempus prope eft, ut ai: 
Qui funt illi, qui victoriam reportabunt dé 
“* Beftia? Non accipientes characterem ejys 
Mihi ob eam rem moriendum effe certg 
{cio ; fed non propierea animo deficior , ut 
fiam difcipulus fimilis preceptori. Hoc do- 


cc 
ec 
cc 


cc 


leo quod per vos non licuit emendare locos 
aliquot in {criptis meis, que funt apud Cal- 
Vale, & a me non amplius literas 


cc 


** vinum. 


expecta. 

“ Super cuftodiam meam ftabo, 
bor, & videbo quid fit dicturus. 
“ Nam veniet , certe veniet, & non tarda- 
bit. 


ec 


contempla- 


This Letter contains feveral offenfive and ex- 
travagant Expreflions. Servetus was a great 
‘Zealot, as mo{t Hereticks are : Can it be ex- 
pected that a Zealot fhould keep within the 
Bounds of Moderation ¢ Befides, it ought to 
be confidered that he lived in an Age, that was 
not fo polite as ours; in an Age, wherein the. 
Great Calvin him(elf did not {cruple to call him 
a Dog, even in his Commentaries upon the 
Bible. ‘The Heterodox Writers of our own 
‘Time have much ado to obferve the Rules of 
Decorum : They break out fometimes into un- 
becoming Expreffions. I really believe chat 
Servetus expected to fuffer Death for his Do- 
étrine fome time or other. J am, 


SIR, 


Your rc, 





ROME. 


HE Abbot Fontanini is printing a Catalogue of Car- 
dinal Imperiali’s Library. That Library confifts of 


many Choice Books ; and the Catalogue is drawn up in 
a very good Method. 


PARTS. 
M Billecog has publifh’d a Book that will be of great 
A* Ufe tothe French, and to Foreigners. He thought 
it neceffary to print the Rules of the French Pronun- 
ciation. 

Les Regles de la Prononciation dela Langue Francoife. Par 
Monfieur B. Paris, 1711. in 120. pagg. 356. 

The Author owns that Pronunciation is to be learn’d 
by ufe ; but becaufe there is a right and a wrong Pronun- 
ciation in ufe, he thinks they cannot be well diftinguifh- 
ed without Rules. The Rules prefcribed in this Book, 
contain all the Difficulties of the French Pronunciation, 


difpofed in an Alphabetical Order, and exprefled with 
great Perfpicuity. 


A Third Edition,very much enlarged, of M, e/a Mothe’s 
Odes is lately come out. 

Les Odes de Mr. de la Mothe del’ Academie Francoife , avec 
on Difcours fur la Poefie en general, O& furl Ode en particulier. 
Troificme Edition angmente de plufieurs owvrages. Paris 1714. 
Two Volumes in 12. Pagg. 293. and 305. 

Six new Pieces have been added to the firft Volume, 
viz Five Odes, and a Poem in the Praife of Homer. M. 
de la Mothe defigns to publifh aFrenchTranflation of Horer’s 
Iliad in Twelve Books, He takes a great Liberty in his 
Tranflation , and leaves out whatever appears to him un- 
worthy of that Excellent Poet. The Author feigns, in 


a. 











one of his new Odes, that Homer appears to him, and 
prefcribes to him the following Rules. 


H O ISIS, tout n’eft pas precieux. 
Prens mes hardiefles fenfées, 
Et du fond vif de mes penfées 
Songe toijours a tappuyer. 
Du refte je te rens le maitre. 
A quelque prix que ce puifle étre 
Sauve moi I’ affront d’ennuyer. 


Rens ce nombre, cette cadence, 
Dont jadis je charmai les Grecs. 
Sois fidele au ftile heroique, 

Au grand fens, au tour pathetique, 
Enfans d’ un travail affidu. 


Sila Parque me remettoit au bord Fraricois, 
Croi que de plus d’ une harangue 
I’ abregerois mes longs combats: 
Mes heros digaes de leur gloire, 
Impatiens de la vittoire, 
Vzincroient & ne fe loueroient pas. 


Du faux merveilleux de Ia Fable 
Mes vers fe feroient garantis, 
Et j’ y tiendrois au vrai-femblable 
Les Dieux méme aflujetis, 


There are Eleven new Odes in the fecond Volume, 
befides forme other new Pieces. 
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